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1.	Can	you	tell	us	about	your	personal	and	professional	story?	

I	was	born	in	India	and	grew	up	in	various	places.	My	family’s	values	have	
always	been	education	and	perseverance	to	understand	how	the	world	
works.	Economics	and	energy	were	at	the	forefront	of	many	dinner-table	
discussions	for	me	growing	up.	My	career,	therefore,	naturally	progressed	
in	the	direction	of	economics	and	climate	change.														



2. You	are	a	climate	economist,	what	has	pushed	you	in	that	
direction?	

Ever	since	I	was	young,	I	wanted	to	connect	dots	wherever	I	could.	I	took	
curiosity	in	biodiversity	and	climate	at	an	early	age.	Thinking	about	
interactions	between	systems	that	make	the	world	run	intrigued	me.	As	I	
grew	older,	I	only	wondered	if	society	could	minimize	its	negative	impacts	
on	natural	systems	in	its	pursuit	of	economic	growth	and	development.



3.	What	have	you	learnt	from	your	past	experience	like	Solar	
Impulse?	Is	the	“World”	moving	in	the	right	direction?

My	previous	professional	experiences	have	shown	me	a	vast	array	of	
solutions	that	address	environmental,	economic	and	societal	challenges.	
The	Solar	Impulse	Foundation	introduced	me	to	a	world	of	new	and	
emerging	technologies	that	can	be	profitable	while	having	a	positive	
impact	on	the	environment.	My	time	at	Reliance	Industries	helped	me	
understand	how	rapidly	new	value	chains	can	emerge,	and	how	easily	
industries	can	build	economic	resilience	to	accommodate	environmentally	
friendly	business	models.					



4.	When	and	why	did	you	join	Nzatu	as	a	shareholder	and	as	an	
operational	executive?

I	joined	the	Nzatu initiative	in	2022.	I	think	the	idea	of	being	an	
operational	shareholder	is	the	only	way	to	realize	and	experience	true	
impact.	Being	directly	involved	in	daily	operations	and	seeing	the	hard	
work	come	to	fruition	is	the	biggest	incentive	there	can	be,	for	me.	



5.	How	do	you	see	the	Nzatu	vision	impacting	communities,	and	
the	climate?

Gwen	and	Denise	have	defined	the	vision	very	clearly.	The	idea	is	to	
generate	enough	value	for	the	rural	communities	so	that	they	care	for	the	
soil	that	feeds	them,	and	the	world.	Empowering	communities	by	
effectively	communicating	the	interaction	between	climate,	biodiversity	
and	food,	benefits	not	just	the	natural	systems,	but	also	the	local	
communities’	financial	systems.



6.	Where	do	you	see	major	risks	in	the	Nzatu	project	and	what	are	
the	biggest	opportunities	for	impact?

Nzatu works	with	various	rural	communities	across	multiple	countries	in	
sub-Saharan	Africa.	Rural	infrastructure	and	logistics	channels	are	a	
major	challenge,	especially	when	trying	to	develop	smooth-functioning	
supply	chains	to	bridge	the	farmers	to	international	markets.	That	said,	
drawing	on	my	past	experiences,	such	challenges	may	be	converted	to	
opportunities.	With	Nzatu’s initiatives,	local	governments	may	see an
incentive	to	develop	infrastructure	and put	the	rural	communities	on	the	
map.



7.	Do	you	believe	that	communication	of	these	impact	projects	
could	accelerate	people’s	learning	and	bring	more	investments	?

Communication	is	key.	All	the	efforts	on	the	field	like	training,	beekeeping,	
regenerative	practices,	and	conservation	activities	are	invisible	to	the	
general	public without	communication.	Whether	on	social	or	traditional	
media,	communication	can	draw	attention	to	the	core	issues	with	which	
investors	and	consumers	can	identify.



8.	What	is	the	Nzatu	business	model?	Why	is	Nzatu	partnering	with	
conservation	organisations?

Nzatu seeks	to	be	a	bridge	between	smallholder	farmers	and	the	
international	markets.	We	are	not	traders, we	do	not	squeeze	farmers	for	
cents.	Our	conservation	partners	help	us	identify	best	practices	for	
mitigating	human-wildlife	conflict	that	primarily	occur	on	rural	farms	
bordering	forests.	In	turn,	Nzatu includes	conservation	partners	in	its	
business	model	to	give	them	an	opportunity	to	generate	revenue	from	
their	own	wild	spaces,	for	example	through	beekeeping	and	agroforestry.					



9.	Is	Nzatu’s	vision	only	for	Africa	or	do	you	see	a	scaling	
opportunity?	You	currently	work	on	coffee	and	honey,	any	other	
products	in	view?

For	now,	the	focus	is	honey	and	coffee	from	Africa.	Demonstrating	success	
there,	and	given	adequate	resources,	I	believe	that	other	wild	spaces	could	
also	be	an	opportunity	for	Nzatu’s model.	In	the	future,	Nzatu is	
considering	plants	that	can	effectively	sequester	carbon	like	moringa	and	
various	Algae.



10.	If	you	had	a	magic	wand,	what	you	would	love	to	do

I	would	remove	all	the	excess	anthropogenic	emissions	since	the	industrial	
revolution	and	start	anew	with	today’s	clean	and	renewable	technologies.	
But	as	my	good	friend	Afroz Shah	has	shown	me,	one	does	not	need	a	
magic	wand,	but	just	the	will	to	roll	up	your	sleeves	and	use	your	own	two	
hands	to	create	lasting	impact.	
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