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1.	You	are	one	of	most	influential	people	in	the	world,	and	held,	
among	other	roles,	the	position	of	President	of	the	Republic	of	
Mauritius.	Can	you	please	tell	us	about	your	life	and	your	
professional	path?	

It	is	a	fact	that	I	have	had	a	rather	eclectic	journey.	It	is	a	journey	that	has	
been	made	possible	initially	by	supportive	parents	that	enabled	a	girl	
child	to	get	an	education	and	eventually	a	family	that	gave	me	
unconditional	support.	At	a	personal	level,	I	have	remained	passionate	
about	everything	I	do.	I	turned	my	work	into	a	hobby	through	the	study	of	
plants.	Science	has	underpinned	that	journey	into	the	magical	world	
herbal	knowledge.	I	have	remained	steadfast	on	the	transformational	
power	of	the	sciences	and	how	it	can	impact	livelihoods.	



2.	Environmental	protection,	passion	for	people	and	nature	are	
part	of	your	life.	How	important	is	it	to	protect	nature	in	today’s	
world?

I	also	remain	constant	on	another	narrative…	As	mere	mortals,	we	are	in	
NO	position	to	protect	Nature..	We	MUST	respect	her	by	doing	the	right	
things.	As	humans	we	have	the	arrogance	to	think	that	we	are	outside	the	
ecosystem	when	we	are	very	much	a	part	of	it.	This	is	the	reason	for	the	
state	of	our	environment	today...	pollution,	over	exploitation	of	the	natural	
resources,	which	in	itself	creates an	imbalance	that	will	hit	us	eventually.	
We	must	forever	be	reminded	that	Biodiversity	underpins	our	life	on	this	
planet	and	the	more	we	destroy,	the	more	we	are	cutting	deeper	into	that	
branch	on	which	we	are	standing!	



3.	Do	you	think	that	there	are	still	missing	decisions	from	law	
makers	to	create a greater impact	on	nature	protection?	If	yes,	
what	we	need	more	of?	

The	Lawmakers	seem	to	forget	that	Nature	gives	us	100	Trillion	dollars'	
worth	of	ecosystem	services	for	free	every	year.	Every	drop	of	water	that	
we	consume,	every	breath	of	air	takes	us	back	to	that	very	Nature	that	we	
pollute	and	destroy.	We	need	stringent	laws	on	Forest	protection,	on	
Ocean	areas	which	are	outside	countries’	jurisdiction,	on	companies	that	
systematically	pollute	the	air,	and	this	translates	into	more	acidic	rains	
which	finish	by	destroying	our	forests	etc.	The	cycle	goes	on	and	on…

Unfortunately,	there’s	too	much	short	term,	vested	interests!	



4.	Many	people	in	the	world	are	still	suffering	for	hunger,	thirst,	
gender	inequality,	and	lack	of	education.	Do	you	believe	that	
protecting	Nature	in	a	global	sense,	can	help	in	finding	a	solution	
to	these	problems?	

On	our	planet	of	plenty,	there’s	plenty	for	everyone’s	needs	but	not	for	
everyone’s	greed.	Nature	is	generous	and	provident,	but	we	have	to work	
with	her	and	ensure	a	fair	distribution	of	her	bounty.	We	need	to	empower	
more	women	because	in	Africa,	she	feeds	the	continent.	

Just	imagine	what	an	educated	woman	farmer	can	do	when	she	has	
access	to	land,	technology	and	resources!	



5.	You	have	accepted	to	join	the	Advisory	Board	at	NZATU,	a	new	Venture	
which	tries	to	support	poor	local	farmers in	Africa,	while	protecting	
wildlife	and	mitigating	climate	change.	Do	you	believe	that	regenerative	
agriculture,	combined	with	biodiversity	and	wildlife	conservation	can	
make	a	good	impact	on	people	and	Nature?	

On	the	African	continent,	there’s	an	estimated	33	million	smallholder	farms,	and	
the	farmers	that	live	on	them	contribute	up	to	70%	of	the	food	supply.	With	
greater	investment	in	smallholder	agriculture,	many	countries	have	the	potential	
to	increase	food	production	and	reduce	poverty.	However,	the	one-size	fits	all	
approach	of	large	scale	industrial	agricultural	production	will	be	counter-
productive	on	the	African	continent.	Whilst	the	continent	can	boast	of	hosting	60%	
of	the	world’s	arable	land,	it	is	still	rainfed	and	up	to	85%	of	it.	Imagine	this	in	a	
changing	climate	and	with	erratic	rainfall	patterns.	We	need	a	combination	of	
technological	fixes	as	well	as	traditional	ways	of	growing	food	and	not	forgetting	
traditional	crops	that	will	make	African	food	secure	and	address	hidden	hunger	
especially	within	geopolitical	uncertainties.	



6.	How	do	you	see	the	future	for	Nzatu,	in	terms	of	scaling	the	
impact	and	creating	more	value?	

Nzatu is	well-positioned	to	make	an	impact	and	also to	scale	it.	With	a	
focus	on	the	long	term,	through	empowerment	of	the	youth	with	
knowledge,	good	practices	and	technology.	The	Nzatu team	will	need	to	
tap	into	more	funds	to	better	nurture	the	farmers	of	tomorrow	and	more	
importantly	change	the	mindset	of	the	young	people	that	Agriculture	is	
the	place	to	be	when	it	comes	to	jobs,	and	eventually	wealth	creation.	They	
need	to	appreciate	that	it	is	okay	to	get	your	hands	dirty	and	still	be	a	
relevant	and	respected	member	of	society.	



7.	This	week,	COP	28	is	taking	place	in	Dubai.	You	have	been	a	key	
speaker	at	Paris	2015,	what	do	you	think	about	this	global	
gathering?	Have	they	brought	an	impact?	Have relevant	laws	been	
made	thanks	to	these	conferences?	Is	this	year’s	COP	28	more	
critical	than	previous	ones?	

All	COPs	have	brought	in	their	dose	of	policy	and	awareness	to	the	climate	
crisis.	I	sincerely	hope	that	COP28	will	help	move	the	needle,	but	I	am	also	
very	conscious	that	it	is	happening	with	global	geopolitical	uncertainties	
and	this	more	than	anything,	will	determine	whether	COP28	will	be	
different!	However,	such	global	gatherings	can	bring	together	like-minded	
people	to	help	advance	their	visions	and	ambitions.	



8.	You	a	are	a	world	leader	and	your	voice	is	important.	Do	you	
think	that	world	leaders	in	general,	are	doing	their	best	to	fight	
biodiversity	loss	and	climate	change?	What	is	missing	to	be	more	
successful	in	reducing	these	two	negative	impacts?	

There	is	a	problem	with	our	global	governance.	The	vision	of	many	global	
leaders	tends	to	be	limited	to	that	5- or	7-year	election	cycle	and	as	such	I	
find	that	many	respond	more	to	their	donors	once	elected,	than	to	the	
people	they	are	elected	to	serve!	As	such,	biodiversity	protection	or	even	
climate	change,	issues	that	matter	and	which	require	long	term	
commitments	do	not	make	it	among	their	top	priorities!	Pandemics	are	
different	because	the	impact	is	immediate	as	death	stares	at	them	in	the	
face!	

This	is	where	countries	need	strong,	empowered,	and	independent	
institutions	as	they	stay	the	course	when	politicians	move	on!	



9.	Gender	equality	is	of	essential	importance	as	well	as	children’s	
education.	Do	you	think	that	improving	these	rights	can	rapidly	
improve	their	livelihoods,	and	lead	to protecting	the	environment?	

Gender	equality	is	needed	not	because	it	looks	good	but	because	we	would	
be	using	100%	of	our	human	capital.	We	would	bring	in	new	ways	of	
looking	at	problems	and	new	solutions	often	coming	out	of	lateral	
thinking.	Educating	girls	and	bringing	them	into	the	fold	increases	
productivity	and	thus	add	points	to	GDP.	

It	is	no	longer	just	a	nice	thing	to	do	when	society	educates	a	girl,	it	is	a	
SMART	thing	to	do!	



10.	Please	share	your	message	that	we	can	spread	through	Nzatu

Africa	needs	more	Nzatus to	help	add	value	to	Africa’s	unique	biodiversity;	
to	empower	our	youth	through	job	creation;	reduce	poverty	and	allow	
them	to	dream	of	a	better	future	that	is	within	their	reach!	
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